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Outline 
• “Roll Out” the New Snow Sampling Procedures 

Statewide 
 

• Review of the WY2015 Snow Notes 
 

• Feedback Received of New Snow Sampling 
Procedures 

 
• Anticipating Problems with Normal or Above 

Year Type 
 

 
 
 



Roll Out the New Procedures 



“Roll Out” the New Procedures 
“Roll Over” the Old Procedures 

 
New Procedures 
 

• PG&E, SCE, EID, SFWP, NID, 
PCWA, SMUD, KRWA, YCWA 
 

• 54% Snow Courses 
 

• 139 Snow Courses 
 
• 19 Cooperator Teams 
 
 

Old Procedures 
 
 

 

•USFS, NPS, NRCS, 
CALFIRE, LADWP 
 
46% Snow Courses  
 
117 Snow Courses 
 
•26 Cooperator Teams 
 
 



• Dates 

Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 
 

Record Date As: YYYYMMDD 



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 
 
 

• Cut Off  
 Perforated      
   Paper 
 



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 
• Bulk Sample 
 



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 

• Bulk 
Sample 

 



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 

• Round Off 
 

0-.2    is rounded to 0  
 
.3-.7    is rounded to .5  
 
.8-1.0  is rounded to 1.0  

Rounding Procedure 
Round to the nearest half-inch 

 
All Data rounded to half inch 

excluding Core Length 



Review of the  2015 Snow Notes 

Data DWR Revised to New Rounding Procedure 
 

• Round Off 
 

Date 
Number of 

Snow Courses 
Measured 

Number of Snow  
Courses HS 
Rounded by 

DWR 

Number of 
Snow Courses 
SWE Rounded 

by DWR 

Number of 
Snow Courses  

Zero SWE 
caused by 
Round-Off 

20150201 179 109 101 0 

20150301 192 84 88 2 

20150401 228 58 57 3 

20150501 174 10 11 3 



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes 
• Complete the Note 
 



Feedback of New Procedures 

• Why is HS,Tear Weight, Weight Tube+Core, 
SWE, Average HS, Average SWE rounded to 
the nearest .5 inch? 
 

• Why is Core Length not rounded to the 
nearest .5 inch? 
 

• Why are Weights recorded to the nearest half 
inch if there is no graduation mark for it? 
 
 



New  
Snow Note Format 



Anticipating Problems with 
Normal or Above Year Type 

 • Multiple Sampled Points  

Ex. Pg. 25  
of Procedure 
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