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Fire Within Cherry Lake and 
Lake Eleanor Watersheds 

3 



Lake Eleanor 
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Cherry Reservoir 
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Rim Fire: Field Assessments 
• During and post-fire on the ground 

observations  
• Limnology and chemistry sampling in Hetch 

Hetchy 
• Field Hydrology tests: infiltration & 

hydrophobicity 
 

7 



Isolated Spot fires – 8/30, 9/5, 
9/11  
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More Widespread Understory 
Burn 
9/17 
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Mainly Understory Burn on 
South Shore  9/17 
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Isolated canopy mortality – 
9/17 
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Hydrophobicity and Infiltration 
Tests 

• Tests show that infiltration rates are typical for soil 
texture 
– 3-8 inches per hour 
– Some decrease from measured rates at unburned areas 
– Well below precipitation rates 

• Tests show soil rates extremely hydrophobic 
– Water drops sit on soil surface > 2 minutes 
– Surface of mineral soil, rather than overlaying organic layer 
– Soils are naturally hydrophobic due to soil /vegetation properties  
– Infiltration tests show hydrophobicity effects lessen under wetted soils 
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