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CCSSP HISTORY

• Dr. James Church:

• Born in Wisconsin, joined University of Nevada, Reno in 1895. 

• Established first weather station on Mt. Rose in 1906.

• Pioneered a tool to measure snow depth and estimate corresponding SWE.



CCSSP HISTORY CONTD..

• Annual snow survey measurement began on 1908. 

• California & Nevada used to measure snow together until 1917.

• In 1917 California State Engineering Department initiated statewide measurement of 

snow (pre-CCSSP era).

• PG&E began measuring snow in San Joaquin Watershed around 1921.

• LADWP-started in Cottonwood creek Lake and Mammoth Lake Basin-around 1926.



CCSSP HISTORY CONTD..

• Statewide Snow Survey Program was established in 1929-CCSSP was born.

• Harlow Stafford-Frist Chief of California Snow Surveys Program.

• Hired local ranchers and cowboys-trained  how to measure snow. 

• Used to measure snow once each winter-around in the first week of April.

• Bob Miller-Second Chief was appointed-around early 1940’s.

• Fred Paget -Third Chief was appointed-around late 1940’s.



CCSSP HISTORY CONTD..

• Fred-Expanded the program, installed many snow courses, sheds and 
cabins throughout Sierra-Nevada mountains.

• Established custom to measure snow once every month from January to 
April, each year.

• Fred Strauss appointed as acting chief around in mid 1950’s.

• Strauss-built additional cabins, designed stoves, ensured sufficient food 
supplies in each cabin.

• State, Corps and PG&E initiated installing snow pillows in late 1960’s.



CCSSP HISTORY CONTD..

• Gene Brown was appointed after Fred Strauss in mid 1960’s.

• Continued expansion of the program with the addition of more snow pillows.

• Jack Pardee took over the job in mid 1970’s. Continued the effort.

• Frank Gehrke and Dave Hart continued after mid 1980’s. Dave Hart retired 

in late 2000’s. 

• Frank and David Rizzardo continued until 2018.



Enjoy the meeting and let us know how we can improve and 
expand CCSSP.

We welcome Ideas, thoughts, suggestions, and comments.
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