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Overview
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 18 National Forests
 20,802,641 Acres
 5 National Monuments 
 1 Grassland
 Pacific Island Partners

Region 5 - California



1. Uplift and empower our employees
2. Be good neighbors and provide excellent customer 

service
3. Promote shared stewardship by increasing 

partnerships and volunteerism
4. Improve the condition of forests and grasslands
5. Enhance recreation opportunities, improve access, 

and sustain infrastructure

National Priorities
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1. Increase timber production and vegetation 
management

2. Increase pace and scale of ecological restoration

Regional Priorities
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1. Increased Mortality 
2014 – 2016 2014 - 2016 progression.gif

2. 2017 another 29 
million

3. 2018 another 18 
million

Regional Priorities
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1. 102,000 acres of 
meadow in CA 
National  Forests

2. 50% of all Sierra 
Nevada Meadows on 
California National 
Forests are in need of 
some restoration

3. California Water 
Action Plan (WAP) 

Regional Priorities
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Special Resources
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1. Snow Survey partnership FS and DWR
2. Permits for Snow Survey related facilities on 

NFSL

Administration
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Snow Survey partnership FS and DWR
1. Mutually beneficial program
2. Equally share the cost
3. 12 of the 18 National Forests in CA participate in 

the agreement
4. FS employees and volunteers survey 85 (?) snow 

courses
5. DWR provides funding for supplies, equipment, 

pack stock support, helicopter support, etc.  
6. 2020 last year of the agreement, we are working 

on the next agreement

Administration
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Special Use Permits - Special Use Permits authorize uses on NFS land that provide a 
benefit to the general public 

 Region 5 has 14,000 special use permits in both lands and recreation.
 Snow survey sites, SNOTELs, and associated cabins are lands permits 

 Approximately 35 permits associated with DWR

 Nonconforming uses in wilderness: 
• Needs assessment and extent necessary

• Survey sites outside of wilderness to test the ability to move facilities outside of designated 
wilderness

 Approximately 4,000 lands permits are expired.
 Current focus at the Regional Office in the Lands Special Uses program is power 

transmission and distribution line permits.
 We continue to permit Snow survey facilities and activities on NFS lands for 

those permits that are expired. 
 Special Use permit administration occurs at the Forest level

Administration
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Debbie Gaynor
Recreation Special Uses Program Manager

(707) 562-8860
debbie.gaynor@usda.gov

Margaret Wood
Snow survey regional contact

(760) 873 2419
margaret.wood@usda.gov

Contact us
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