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e “Roll Out” the New Snow Sampling Procedures
Statewide

e Review of the WY2015 Snow Notes

e Feedback Received of New Snow Sampling
Procedures

« Anticipating Problems with Normal or Above
Year Type



Roll Out the New Procedures

The Resources Agency of California
Department of Water Resources

- California Cooperative Snow Surveys

Snow Survey Procedure Manual

October 2014

Randall Osterhuber

UC Berkeley

Central Sierra Snow Laboratory
Soda Springs, California




“Roll Out” the New ProCedureS
“Roll Over” the Old Procedures

New Procedures

PG&E, SCE, EID, SFWP, NID,
PCWA, SMUD, KRWA, YCWA

54% Snow Courses

139 Snow Courses

19 Cooperator Teams

Old Procedures

-CALFIRE, LADWP

46%___S‘npw Courses

137 Snow Courses-

“»26 Cooperator Teams
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_Review of th_e 2015 Snow Notes

e Cut Off

Perforated
Paper




Review of the 2015 Snow Notes
e Bulk Sample
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f the 2015 Snow Notes
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Review of the 2015 Snow Notes

e Round Off

Rounding Procedure
Round to the nearest half-inch

All Data rounded to half inch
excluding Core Length

 Auel V61T | M? —
S, 7F:_P ! ;l"ri
,.::/, i | e

0-.2 isroundedto O

.3-.7 isroundedto.5

.8-1.0 is rounded to 1.0




Review of the 2015 Snow Notes

Data DWR Revised to New Rounding Procedure
 Round Off

Number of Show Number of Lo
Number of Snow Courses
Courses HS Snow Courses
Snow Courses Zero SWE
Rounded by SWE Rounded
Measured DWR bv DWR caused by
y Round-Off
20150201 179 109 101 0
20150301 192 84 88

2
20150401 228 58 57 3
20150501 174 10 11 3



Review of the 2015 Snow Notes

e Complete the Note

"DISTANGE | + SAMPLE| DEPTHOF| LENGTH | WEICHT | WEIGHT | waTER | DENSITY
. BETWEEN MUMBER | SMOW | OFCORE |OF EMPTY| OFTUBE | COMTENT| PERGENT
“SAMPLE POINTS INCHES | IHCHES | TusE |[ANDCOREl NCHES i

REWARKS
(SEE REVERSE)

25 |4 WL 38 {f’ﬁ_ | o
e |2 12 L1237
85 |3 ij |43

jov | & LS |38 92|

Gt | X B 1
v | 5 INO|SNpL

o | & INOTSNDW |

YK N o
sg | 7 |4 ‘iy 3319 _
o | & | F 1z |HL |

oo | 718 | 8 38 |43 I
dee |15 |3 |39 |40 |

i';eg 5453




Feedback of New Procedures

 Why Is HS, Tear Weight, Weight Tube+Core,
SWE, Average HS, Average SWE rounded to
the nearest .5 Inch?

 Why Is Core Length not rounded to the
nearest .5 inch?

« \Why are Weights recorded to the nearest half
Inch If there Is no graduation mark for it?



THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
CALIFORNIA COOFERATIVE SNOW SURVEYS
SNOW SURVEY/SENSOR CONTROL NOTES
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New
W Note Format

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS WHILE IN THE FIELD.
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY.

SURVEY START TIME: END TIME:

CLEAR P.CLOUDY ©OVERCAST RAIN SNOW BLOWING SNOW  FREEZING
THAWING SLEET HAIL THUNDER/LIGHTNING RIME FOG

SNOW SAMPLES OBTAINED WITH:
EASE MODERATE DIFFICULTY* GREAT DIFFICULTY*

SNOW SURFACE : SUPPORTABLE WET RAIN RUNNELED HOAR  GLASSY
GROUND UNDER SNOW: FROZEN DRY DAMP  WET

SNOW IS MELTING ON: N and/or ESLOPES ~ § and/or W SLOPES
EVIDENCE OF RECENT AVALANCHES: YES*  NO

WATER IN SMALL STREAMS IS: RUNMMING FROZEN PARTIALLY FROZEN
CLEAR MUDDY BRIDGED BY SNOW

*REMARKS:

SENSOR CONTROL

MANOMETER READINGS UNITS:  INCHES CM

SNOW:

PRECIPT:

AIR TEMPERATURE UNITS: °F °C

CURRENT:

MAXIMUM:

MINIMUM:




Anticipating Problems with
Normal or Above Year Type

 Multiple Sampled Points
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