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Water Wholesaler  
26 Members Agencies 
5,200 square miles 
19 million people 
$1 trillion regional economy  
4 MAF average regional water demand  

 



Need 
2 MAF 

SoCal Water Supplies 

MWD  
Service Area 

GW, Recycled 
Water, Other LRP 
~1.75 MAF 

Total Demand 
4 MAF 

LAA 
0.25 MAF 
(10 yr Average) 

Southern Sierra 



MWD Makes Up the Difference for SoCal 

MWD  
Service Area 

Northern  
Sierra 

Upper  
Colorado  

River Basin 

UT 

WY 

AZ NM 

CO 

Sacramento & 
 Feather Rivers 

Lake 
Oroville 

Bay-  
Delta 

San Luis  
Reservoir 

Lake Mead 

Lake  Powell 

SWP 
1.33 MAF 
(10 yr Average) 

MWD Demand 
2.0 MAF 

CRA 
0.73 MAF 
(10 yr Average) 



Put to Cyclic Storage 

Put to SWP Groundwater Storage 

Put to SWP Carryover 

Put to Lake Mead Intentionally Created Surplus 

Put to Conjunctive Use Groundwater 

Put to DWR Flexible Storage 

Put to Metropolitan Surface Storage 

Public Outreach 

Take Metropolitan Surface Storage 

Take from SWP Groundwater Storage 

Take from Conjunctive Use Storage 

Take from SWP Carryover 

Take from DWR Flexible Storage 

Take from Lake Mead Intentionally Created Surplus 

Extraordinary Conservation 

Call Options Contracts 

Buy Spot Transfers 

Implement Water Supply Allocation Plan 

Water Surplus and Drought Management 



2014 Base Supplies 

Northern  
Sierra 

Upper  
Colorado  

River Basin 

UT 

WY 

AZ NM 

CO 

CRA 
0.55 MAF 
(Basic Entitlement) 

SWP 
0.1 MAF 
(2014 Allocation) 

MWD Demand 
2.1 MAF 



SWP 
0.1 MAF 
(2014 Allocation) 

2014 Water Management Actions to Meet Demand 

Northern  
Sierra 

Upper  
Colorado  

River Basin 

UT 

WY 

AZ NM 

CO 

Carryover Supplies 

Banking Programs 

SWP 
0.1 + 0.6 =  
0.7 MAF 

Flexible Storage Ag Conservation 
and Land Fallowing 

Lake Mead  
Storage 

In Region 
0.2 MAF 
 

MWD Demand 
2.1 MAF 

CRA 
0.55 MAF 
(Basic Entitlement) 

CRA 
0.5 + 0.7 =  
1.2 MAF 



Storage 

IN-REGION 

0.2 MAF 5% Allocation 
GW Banking 
Flex Storage 

Carryover 

SWP 

0.7 MAF 

Basic 
Entitlement 

Ag Conservation 

CRA 

1.2 MAF 

Land Fallowing 
Storage 

50% of 2014 Supplies from Storage 
MWD Demand 
2.1 MAF 

Storage 



0

1

2

3

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

M
illi

on
 A

cr
e-

Fe
et

 

Calendar Year 

Emergency Storage 

Metropolitan’s Storage Reserves 

Drought 

Surplus Drought 



2014 Drought Response 
Radio and TV Spots 



2014 Drought Response 
Doubled Conservation Budget 
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Challenges ahead 



Things We Know/Don’t Know 
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SWP Allocation Process 

Runoff 
Forecast 

Allocation 
Studies 
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Sacramento River Runoff 

? 



Water 
Supply  

Guessing Game 

Water 
Supply  



Monitoring Rainfall 



Monitoring Snow 



Monitoring Runoff Forecast 



Put to Cyclic Storage 

Put to SWP Groundwater Storage 

Put to SWP Carryover 

Put to Lake Mead Intentionally Created Surplus 

Put to Conjunctive Use Groundwater 

Put to DWR Flexible Storage 

Put to Metropolitan Surface Storage 

Public Outreach 

Take Metropolitan Surface Storage 

Take from SWP Groundwater Storage 

Take from Conjunctive Use Storage 

Take from SWP Carryover 

Take from DWR Flexible Storage 

Take from Lake Mead Intentionally Created Surplus 

Extraordinary Conservation 

Call Options Contracts 

Buy Spot Transfers 

Implement Water Supply Allocation Plan 

Water Surplus and Drought Management 



Decision Points 

Measured 
Final Value 
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