
October 13-15, 2010October 13 15, 2010
Tri County Fairgrounds

Bishop, CA



Today’s Agenda

0900 I t d ti d Fl dSAFE A ti iti U d t0900  Introductions and FloodSAFE Activities Update
0910 Snow Surveys and Water Supply Forecast Updates
1000 Hydrology Branch and F‐CO Activities Update
1025 Break – Poster Session
1045 Cooperator Reports Medley
1215 Lunch Off Site
1345 Climate and Weather Outlook
1430 Statistical Forecasts with Simulated Predictors1430 Statistical Forecasts with Simulated Predictors 
1500 Break – Poster Session
1530 Snow Surveys in Norge          (that would be Norway) 
1600 Flood Emergency Response Information System / The Future 

of the Snow Surveys Website
1630 Updates on SNAMP, HMT and other Special Projects
1645 Adjourn



TONIGHT
California Cooperative Snow Surveys Annual Banquet

Appetizers begin at 6pm - Home Economics Room

Featured Guest Speaker:
‘The Color of Snow’ by Jeff Dozier, UCSB

Friday’s AgendaFriday s Agenda

0900 Moderated Topic:  Permitting, Instruments, 
and Maintenance:  Issues Associated with 
Access in the Sierra NevadaAccess in the Sierra Nevada

1000 Data quality procedures and tools
1100 Other topics of interest
1130 Adjourn



Snow Surveys StaffSnow Surveys Staff
• Frank Gehrke*+, Chief (Program)
• Dave Rizzardo, Chief (Section)
• Steve Nemeth

Hydrology & Flood Operations 
Office
• Art Hinojosa Chief

• John King*
• Andy Reising+

• Art Hinojosa, Chief
• Crystal Davis

Hydrology Branch
Coordinated Reservoir Operations 
Section
• Rick Louie*+

J h D +

y gy
• Jon Ericson, Chief 

State Climatologist
• Mike Anderson• John Deam+ • Mike Anderson
• Maury is in Indonesia
* = Surveyors
+ = Field/Course Maintenance+  Field/Course Maintenance



Snow Surveys Staff Activities and Projects 2009-2010
• B120 & WSI Forecasts and Forecast Evaluation
• Data Requests / Specialized Forecasts
• Hydrometeorological Data Management, QC, and Analysis
• B120 Regression Equation Improvements
• PRMS Feather, Yuba, and Merced Development/Improvements
• JPL Remote (Out of this world) Sensing Soil Moisture/Snow Pack Analysis
• Scott River Forecast Equation development
• SWC Monthly Allocation Meetings
• Website enhancement and augmentation
• Historic snow note scanning and QC
• Scanning Historic B120s – coming to website soon – get your copy today!
• Snow Surveys and Snow Survey training
• Field and Snow Course Maintenance 
• Snow Course Permitting
• Arborist-ing
• Basic Carpentry (snow cabin fixing)

• Public Outreach
• Public Phone Calls (skiing conditions, rafting questions, etc)

T hi (D l d U i i Cl )• Teaching (Departmental and University Classes)
• Lots of data requests, data interpretation, etc
• Governor/Legislative/Executive Requests
• Media (print, radio, TV, podcasts, webcasts, googles, floogles, bamboozles)



N th C t l S th St t id
First of Month Snow Conditions

Date SWC (in) % Apr. 1 SWC (in) % Apr. 1 SWC (in) % Apr. 1 SWC (in) % Apr. 1
Feb. 1 24 82% 18 61% 18 68% 20 69%

North Central South Statewide

Mar. 1 32 112% 24 80% 25 95% 27 93%
Apr. 1 36 126% 27 92% 28 105% 30 106%
M 1 40 142% 30 99% 30 112% 33 115%May. 1 40 142% 30 99% 30 112% 33 115%
Jun. 1 24 83% 19 62% 14 54% 19 65%



Median A-J Forecasts vs. Actual FNF

Median Forecasts % Error
Feb 1 B120 March 1 B120 April 1 B120 May 1 B120 Actual A‐J April May

Trinity @ Lewiston 420 740 760 910 1034 26% 12%
Sacramento @ Bend 2200 2170 2300 2850 2988 23% 5%
Feather @ Oroville 1550 1400 1490 1890 2030 27% 7%
Yuba nr Smartville 930 870 880 1180 1201 27% 2%

American blw Folsom 1080 1010 1050 1360 1484 29% 8%
Cosumnes @ Michigan Bar 105 85 91 135 174 48% 22%

Mokelumne @ Pardee 440 410 410 480 540 24% 11%
Stanislaus @ Goodwin 650 630 650 770 817 20% 6%
Tuolumne @ La Grange 1170 1170 1160 1380 1408 18% 2%

Merced blw Merced Falls 600 640 640 770 766 16% ‐1%
SJ @ Millerton 1270 1330 1340 1660 1535 13% ‐8%

Kings blw Pine Flat 1230 1350 1300 1470 1568 17% 6%
Kaweah blw Terminus 280 310 320 380 414 23% 8%

Tule blw Success 54 61 66 85 84 21% ‐1%
K bl I b ll 430 470 480 540 575 17% 6%Kern blw Isabella 430 470 480 540 575 17% 6%



We Still Know the Value of a Good Forecast


