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SUMMARY OF WATER CONDITIONS

FEBRUARY 1, 1985

CALIFORNIA EXPERIENCED ITS SECOND CONSECUTIVE EXCEPTIONALLY DRY JANUARY, JANUARY
1985 DIFFERED FROM JANUARY 1984 IN THAT RUNOFF THIS YEAR 1S BELOW NORMAL THROUGHOUT ALL
REGIONS SAVE THE LAHONTAN, THE IMPACT OF LAST SPRING'S AND THIS EARLY WINTER'S SPARSE
PRECIPITATION IS BEGINNING TO BE FELT THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE STATE,

FORECASTS REFLECT THE GENERALLY DRY CONDITIONS, APRIL=JULY RUNOFF 1S EXPECTED
TO RANGE FROM [5 PERCENT OF NORMAL FOR THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY AND LAHONTAN AREA TO ABOUT
95 PERCENT OF NORMAL ON THE NorTH CoAsT, RUNOFF FOR THE ENTIRE WATER YEAR SHOULD HAVE
ABOUT THE SAME PERCENTAGES OF NORMAL,

SNOW SURVEYS rFor FEBRUARY 1 SHOW THAT SNOW STORED WATER VARIES FROM ABOUT 86 PER-
CENT OF NORMAL IN THE SAcrRAMENTO VALLEY To 108 oN THE NorTH CoAsT. ON A STATEWIDE BASIS,
THE SNOWPACK IS HOLDING ABOUT 95 PERCENT OF AVERAGE FOR THIS DATE.

PRECIPITATION puriNG JANUARY WAS SPARSE, ONLY TWO STORM PERIODS WERE EXPERIENCED,
NEITHER CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE WATER SUPPLY., SEVERAL STATIONS REPORTED HAVING THE
DRIEST JANUARY OF RECORD, YREKA RECEIVED ONLY 5 PERCENT OF NORMAL JANUARY PRECIPITATION,
SEASONAL PRECIPITATION AT THIS STATION, HOWEVER, IS 100 PERCENT OF AVERAGE, SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA HAD A RELATIVELY LESS DRY MONTH, Los ANGELES RECEIVED 28 PERCENT OF THEIR
JANUARY NORMAL. SEASONAL PRECIPITATION AT THIS STATION IS JUST SLIGHTLY OVER AVERAGE =~
102 PERCENT,

RUNOFF puriNG JANUARY WAS ONLY 33 PERCENT FOR CENTRAL VALLEY STREAMS, THE SaN
FRANCISCO BAY AREA HAD THE LOWEST RUNOFF FIGURES WHERE RUNOFF WAS 7 PERCENT OF THE JANUARY
AVERAGE, THE LAHONTAN REGION WAS THE ONLY AREA OF THE STATE WITH ABOVE AVERAGE (111 PER-
CENT) MONTHLY FLOWS, THE STATE AS A WHOLE HAD 27 PERCENT OF NORMAL JANUARY RUNOFF, RUNOFF
FOR THE WATER YEAR TO DATE PRESENTS A MORE OPTIMISTIC PICTURE, THE STATE AS A WHOLE HAS
HAD 85 PERCENT OF ITS NORMAL SEASONAL RUNOFF,

RESERVOI R STORAGE 1S LESS THAN |IT WAS ONE YEAR AGO IN ALL AREAS OF THE STATE
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LAHONTAN REGION WHICH IS UP SLIGHTLY. STORAGE VARIES FROM
ABOUT 125 PERCENT OF AVERAGE FOR SAN JoAQuiN sTREAMS To 85 PERCENT ForR CENTRAL CoAsTAL
RESERVOIRS, ON A STATEWIDE BASIS, WE ARE STORING ABOUT 110 PERCENT OF AVERAGE, A YEAR
AGO THIS FIGURE WAS ABOUT 120 PERCENT,

SUMMARY OF WATER COND ITIONS
IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE

PRECIPITATION SNOW RESERVOIR RUNOF F
HYDROGRAPHIC OCTOBER 1 WATER STORAGE OCTOBER 1 APR-JULY WATER YEAR
TO DATE CONTENT TO DATE FORECAST FORECAST
NorTH CoasTaL 95 110 100 95 95 100
San Francisco Bay 105 - 8 30 - 70
CenTRAL CoASTAL 100 - & 45 e 8o
SoutH CoasTAL 115 - 105 65 - 90
SACRAMENTO VALLEY 85 85 100 75 5 75
San JoaQuinN VALLEY 90 95 125 8o 8o 75
LA HONTAN o 20 115 150 5 8
CorLorapo DeserT 230 - e 170 -- --
STATEWIDE 100 95 110 8 85 85
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SNOWPACK ACCUMULATION
WATER CONTENT IN PERCENT OF APRIL | AVERAGE

PRECIPITATION
OCTOBER | TO DATE (N PERCENT OF AVERAGE

e (NDICATES 10 YEAR AVERAGE

RESERVOIR STORAGE
CONTENTS OF MAJOR RESERVOIRS IN PERCENT OF CAPACITY

RUNOFF
OCTOBER | TO DATE IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE

FEBRUARY 1, 1984 FEBRUARY 1, 1985 .

SACRAMENTO RIVER BASIN

SNOWPACK = MEASUREMENTS OF THE SNOWPACK OBTAINED AT
85 sNow COURSES AND 14 SENSORS ON OR ABOUT FEBRUARY 1 SHow A
BASIN WIDE AVERAGE WATER EQUIVALENT OF 17.9 INCHES. THIS IS
86 PERCENT OF THE FEBRUARY 1 AVERAGE AND 56 PERCENT OF THE
ApriL 1 (seasonAL) AVERAGE. ONE YEAR AGO THE SNOWPACK
CONTAINED 22,4 INCHES OF WATER OR 67 PERCENT OF THE APRIL 1
AVERAGE,

. PreciP1TATION = OCcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY PRECIPITATION
OVER THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY AVERAGED 85 PERCENT OF NORMAL,
ExcepT For THE UPPER SACRAMENTO, PIT AnD McCrLoup, ALL sus-
DRAINAGES FURTHER SOUTH, INCLUDING THE VALLEY FLOOR, WERE WELL
BELOW NORMAL, SEASONAL CATCHES WERE GENERALLY ONLY HALF OF THE
AMOUNTS FOR THE SAME PERIOD A YEAR AGO., However, A weT OcToBER
AND NOVEMBER GOT THE GAGES FILLING WITHA WETTEST OF RECORD
NoveMser AT HARR1SON GuLcH REPORTING 18,29 INCHES OR 373 PER=
CENT OF NORMAL, DUNSMUIR'S TWO=INCH=CAPACITY MEASURING TUBE
WAS FILLED A DOZEN TIMES FOR THE SECOND WETTEST NOVEMBER SINCE
1889 wiTH 23.84% i1NcHES OrR 317 PERCENT, ON THE VALLEY FLOOR,
WOODLAND EXPERIENCED THEIR THIRD WeTTEST NoveMmBER sincE 1873
wiTH 6,83 INCHES OR 361 PERCEWT., THE WEATHER CHANGED TO A
DRIER REGIME IN DECEMBER, ABOUT 35 PERCENT,

JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED A MEAGER 20 PERCENT,
SEVERAL THIRD DRIEST RECORDS OF JANUARY WERE REPORTED AT:
McCLoupb, 0,39 INcH orR 4 percenT; P17 P, H, No, 5, 1.10 INCHES
oR 8 PERCENT; AND GrAss VALLEY, 0,92 INCH OR 9 PERCENT, THE
GrAss VALLEY RECORD BEGAN IN 1872,

RESERVOIR STORAGE - FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE IN U7 MAJOR
SACRAMENTO VALLEY RESERVOIRS WAS ABOUT 171.2 MILLION ACRE=
FEET OR ABOUT 98 PERCENT OF AVERAGE STORAGE, ABouT 66 PERCENT
OF THE AVAILABLE CAPACITY WAS BEING USED, STORAGE IN THESE
RESERVOIRS ONE YEAR AGO WAS ABOUT 13 MILLION ACRE-FEET OR
ABOUT 116 PERCENT OF AVERAGE STORAGE,

RUNOFF = JANUARY RUNOFF FROM TRIBUTARIES TO THE
SACRAMENTO VALLEY AMOUNTED TO 745 THOUSAND ACRE-=FEET, WHICH
1s 30 PERCENT OF AVERAGE JANUARY FLOWS. FOR THE PERIOD
OcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY, FLOWS HAVE TOTALED 4,1 MiLLION
ACRE=FEET WHICH IS 75 PERCENT OF AVERAGE, LAST YEAR RUN=
OFF FOR THIS SAME PERIOD WAS 12,4 MILLION ACRE-FEET FOR
225 PERCENT OF AVERAGE,

THE SacrRAMENTO VALLEY Four Basin INDEX FOR THIS
WATER YEAR IS FORECAST AT 14,0 MILLION ACRE~FEET ASSUMING
MEDIAN CONDITIONS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR, THIS
CLASSIFIES THE YEAR AS BELOW NORMAL IN THE SACRAMENTO=SAN
JoAquiIN DeELTA AccorbiNg To THE STATE WATER Resources ConTRoOL
Boarp Deciston 1485,




SAN JOAQUIN RIVER AND TULARE LAKE BASINS

SNOWPACK = MEASUREMENTS OF THE SNOWPACK OBTAINED AT
76 sNow COURSES, 16 SENSORS, AND 12 AERIAL MARKERS ON OR ABOUT
FEBRUARY 1 SHOW A BASIN WIDE AVERAGE WATER EQUIVALENT oF 15,9
INCHES, THIS Is 100 PERCENT OF THE FEBRUARY 1 AVERAGE AND 65
PERCENT OoF THE ApriL 1 (sEasonaL) AVERAGE. ONE YEAR AGO THE
SNOWPACK CONTAINED 18,7 INCHES OF WATER OR 68 PERCENT OF THE

- : > APRIL 1 AVERAGE,
JAN.1 FEB | MAR.| APR | MAY |
SNOWPACK ACCUMULATION
WATER CONTENT IN PERCENT OF APRIL | AVERAGE

PRECIPITATION = PRECIPITATION FOR THE SEASON FROM
OcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY AVERAGED 90 PERCENT OF NORMAL, EXCEPT
For THE KAWEAH, ALL SUBDRAINAGES ARE SLIGHTLY BELOW AVERAGE,
VALUES ARE ONE=FOURTH TO ONE=HALF LESS THAN THOSE EXPERI!ENCED
A YEAR AGO, NEAR AVERAGE ACCUMULATIONS ARE FROM A WET NovEMBER
(230 PercenT). Kern P, H, No, 3 REPORTED THEIR THIRD WETTEST
NOVEMBER OF RECORD WITH 3,54 INCHES or 347 PERCENT. SouTH
BELRIDGE, ON THE VALLEY FLOOR, EXPERIENCED THEIR WETTEST
DECEMBER OF RECORD WITH 2.86 INcHES orR 349 PERCENT., EXAMPLES
OF SEASONAL TOTALS ARE: CaALAVERAS Bia TREES, IN THE STANISLAUS,
22,24 1ncHES or 78 PERCENT; Hunt InaTon Lake, 18,20 INCHES OR
104 percenT; AnD Kern River InTake No. 3, 9.41 incHEs or 96
PERCENT OF NORMAL,

PRECIPITATION
OCTOBER | TO DATE IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE LiGHT JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED ONLY 30 PERCENT,

AMOUNTS VARIED FROM 0,43 INCH OR 21 PERCENT AT FrREsNO To 3,82
INCHES orR U4 percENT AT LobpaEPOLE,

RESERVOIR STORAGE - FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE IN 31 MAJOR
SaN JoAQuiN VALLEY RESERVOIRS WAS 7.8 MILLION ACRE-FEET, WHICH
1s 125 PERCENT OF THE AVERAGE FOR THIS DATE, SEVENTY=FOUR
PERCENT OF AVAILABLE CAPACITY 1S IN USE, ONE YEAR AGO THESE
RESERVO IRS WERE STORING 8,9 MILLION ACRE-FEET, WHICH was 148
PERCENT OF THE FEBRUARY 1 AVERAGE,

RunoFrF = DuURING JANUARY, RUNOFF OF THE TRIBUTARIES
To THE SAN JoAQuiN VALLEY WAS 237 THOUSAND ACRE~FEET, WHICH
1s 48 PERCENT OF THE MONTHLY AVERAGE, DURING THE PERIOD
OcToBER THROUGH JANUARY, 937 THOUSAND ACRE=~FEET FLOWED IN
THESE STREAMS, THIS WAS 82 PERCENT OF THE AVERAGE FLOW FOR
THIS PERIOD, LAS YEAR RUNOFF FOR THIS PERIOD WAs 2,4 MILLiON
ACRE=FEET OR 311 PERCENT OF NORMAL, JANUARY RUNOFF FOR THE
TuLARE LAk BasiN wAs 109 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET OR 76 PERCENT
OF THE MONTHLY AVERAGE, FLOWS FOR THE WATER YEAR TO DATE,
OcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY, HAVE TOTALED 383 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET
WHICH 1S 107 PERCENT OF NORMAL,

RESERVOIR STORAGE
CONTENTS CF MAJGR RESERVOIRS IN PERCENT CF CAPACITY

OCTOBER | TC DATE IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE

FEBRUARY 1, 1985 l

FEBRUARY 1, 1984




TELEMETERED WATER EQUIVALENTS AS OF FEBRRUARY 04, 1723 PAGE 1 OF 2
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TELEMETEREDR WATER EQUIVALENTE AZ OF FEBRUARY 04, 1725 FAGE & OF Z2
BAZIN, SENZOR. AMD AGENCY ZLEV AFR 1 AVE WATER EQUIVALENT
FEET INCHES TRCHES FPERLCENT
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FORECASTS OF APRIL - JULY AND‘
FOR CENTRAL V
AS

FEBRUAR

April through July Unimpaired Runoff in 1,000 Acre-feet  (5)
HISTORICAL FORECASTS |
DRAINAGE BASIN AND WATERSHED
50-Y ear Maximum Minimum April-July | Percent of 80% Prob. Range
Avnugo(]) of Record of Record Forecost Average
SACRAMENTO RIVER BASIN %
§ | |
Upper Sacramento River
Sacramento River unimpaired flow at Shasta Lake 292 850 63 ;gg g? = |
McCloud River unimpaired flow at Shasta Lake 418 850 185 380 5i -: |
Pit River unimpaired flow at Shasta Lake 1,045 1,796 480 1600 88 : 200; 2,500 | |
Total unimpaired flow at Shasta Lake 1,811 3,189 726 7 i s
Sacramento River above Bend Bridge, near Red Bluff 2,469 b, 674 9k3 feshl 93 oz Skl
Feather River
Unimpaired flow at Lake Almanor near Pratville - 333 675 120 280 8; &3 ‘
North Fork at Pulga 1,04k 2,416 243 810 7 T |
Middle Fork near Clio (3) 83 518 L 50 60 i |
South Fork at Ponderosa Dam 113 267 13 | 90 80 7
Total unimpaired flow at Oroville Reservoir 1,894 4,676 392 1,500 7 900 to 2,600
Yuba River |
North Yuba below Goodyears Bar 290 647 51 220 76 -
Combined unimpaired flow at Jackson Mdws and Bowman Reservoirs 112 236 25 85 76 Sl
South Yuba at Langs Crossings 229 481 57 180 7 B
Yuba River at Smartville 1,069 2,42k 200 820 7 L70 to 1,400
American River |
North Fork at North Fork Dam 268 716 43 190 71 e | ¢
Middle Fork near Auburn 536 1,406 100 koo 75 G
Silver Creek below Camino Diversion Dam 178 383 37 125 79 =
Total unimpaired flow at Folsom Reservoir T3 312 3,074 229 970 7 470 to 1,700
Sacramento River at Sacramento ‘
Cosumnes River
Cosumnes River at Michigan Bar 132 363 8 80 61 30 to 160
Mokelumne River |
North Fork near West Point (4) 417 829 104 3 310 7h --
Total unimpaired flow at Pardee Reservoir L69 1,065 102 360 77 220 to 50O
SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASIN
|
Stanislaus River | )
Middle Fork below Beardsley Dam 3Lk 702 6L 260 76 -- |
Total unimpaired flow at Melones Reservoir 725 1,710 116 550 76 330 to 900 |
|
Tuolumne River \;
Cherry Creek and Eleanor Creek near Hetch Hetchy 316 727 97 250 g i |
Tuolumne River near Hetch Hetchy 605 1,392 153 500 83 - |
Total unimpaired flow at Don Pedro Reservoir 1,206 2,682 301 980 81 630 to 1,500 |
Merced River i
Merced River at Pohono Bridge 363 . 888 80 | 290 80 oy
Total unimpaired flow at Exchequer Reservoir ° 620 1,587 123 470 76 280 to 770
San Joaquin River {
San Joaquin River at Mammoth Pool 988 24279 235 i 800 81 e
Big Creek below Huntington Lake (2) 105 300 19 3 75 T o
South Fork near Florence Lake 202 511 58 i 160 79 iy
Total unimpaired flow at Millerton Lake 1,232 35355 262 1,000 81 510 to 1,700 )
San Joaquin River near Vernalis i
"
TULARE LAKE BASIN l
Kings River %
North Fork near Cl1iff Camp 237 565 50 | 190 80 e |
Total unimpaired flow at Pine Flat Reservoir 1,203 3,114 273 1,000 83 560 to 1,530 |
Kaweah River |
Total unimpaired flow at Terminus Reservoir 28l 814 61 ] 230 81 120 to 350
Tule River i
Total unimpaired flow at Success Reservoir 63 256 2 Ly G 5 o 80 |
Kern River
Kern River near Kernville 375 1,203 83 290 77 e |
Total unimpaired flow at Isabella Reservoir L52 1,657 8l ; 340 7’5 o 650 P \
(1) All 50 year averages are based on data for water years 1931-1980 except: (L4 ) 43 year average based on years 1929-197]
(2 ) 50 year average based on years 1930-1979 . (5) See inside bagk cover for definition of unimpaired runoff an
(3) 50 year average based on years 1929-1978 80 percent probability ranges.




WATER YEAR UNIMPAIRED RUNOFF
\LLEY STREAMS
OF

1, 1985

Water Year Unimpaired Runoff.. October through September - _in 1,000 Acre-Feet (5)
HISTORICAL * DISTRIBUTION FORECASTS
) - Octob :
50-Year .7-.-.1::’: :::;:::u:‘ !h‘r':u; Eotar March April Mey None sty tu’vu:nd VF.'N YQ:! "wcam of
Janvary P g
Values in parentheses indicate the 80 percent
pFohability range for water year forecasts l
7 2,33 169 = : = 2 o % . = = =

1,240 2,353 :5'72r - = s = Y
056 150 1,48 i - A i ol Z= o SF = i T

2’726 13’736 2.1479 1,620 580 690 610 470 290 230 Lio 4,900 85

? ? 2 " o (4,000 to 6,750)

2,420 900 980 910 670 10 310 500 7,100 85

8,317 17,180 3,294 4 (5,600 to 10,000)

759 1,269 366 == =5 == iz == = 5 25 - =

2,346 4,400 666 — T g gt i iy it o e =
206 637 24 i i i g ik == ey = S s
282 562 31 2 o o = ne o i e == o

4,430 9,492 99l | 825 365 h50 610 520 260 110 190 3,330 oL

(2,330 to 5,170)
543 1,056 102 2= 55 e 22 == =5 i 55 = =5
173 292 30 s = £z 53 = 2 = <= = ==
348 565 98 e T T e T = 57 e e o
2,297 4,926 369 380 e 190 265 320 330 140 30 35 1,690 7h
(1,100 to 2,620)
585 1,234 66 i = i S 7% 25 e T <y 2

1,018 2,575 1Ly D iz il = =5 = e = = s
303 537 59 | e = =zl Ea o e g = e ST

2,620 6,381 3Lg koo 210 310 370 400 170 30 30 1,920 73

(1,150 to 3,000)
7
363 997 20 | 50 34 45 Lo 27 10 - 1 ( T ) Rrirmak
] 110 to 380
589 1,009 124 -- -- -- - - = = = B £
721 1,800 129 | 65 4o 60 120 160 70 10 530 7h
(350 to 840)
Leg 855 88 - -- —-= - = o ke o e e S
1,116 2,952 155" ¢ 120 e 50 100 180 220 120 30 10 ( 830 = 74
550 to 1,280
Lig 1,147 123 -- - - = = S o o e e
756 1,661 258 -- - = — e = e o 25 o
1,835 4,430 383 200 100 150 260 390 260 70 20 1,450 79
‘ (1,000 to 2,110)
Lly 1,020 92 | -- -- o — = = 2 e e ad
952 2,788 150 3§ 80 e 50 75 130 190 120 30 5 680 71
: : (440 to 1,060)

1,298 2,964 308 -- -- - = - = e - gl s
122 339 22 | -- - i o e A s s e i
265 653 71 -- - = = e o Sa i R iR

1,742 4,642 362 160 65 115 220 390 290 100 Lo 1,380 79

(800 to 2,220)
76
274 607 58 -- -= - - -- - - - - -
1,631 by 294 383 160 55 95 200 380 330 90 4o 1,350 83
(830 to 1,980)
L3 1,402 92 | 55 25 35 55 90 70 15 5 ( 350 : 81
] 210 to 500
142 615 16 30 18 20 20 15 5 2 0 110 e
(60 to 180)
553 1,577 163 -- -- -- e = = = s e %
680 2,309 175 § 130 35 50 70 120 100 50 35 590 87
0
2 Unimpaired runoff to date . e Estimated. ek Gy

Monthly distributions of runoff forecasts are estimated
based on comparisons with previous historic water years.
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FEBRUARY 1, 1984

FEBRUARY 1, 1985 I

NORTH COASTAL AREA

SNOWPACK = MEASUREMENTS OF THE SNOWPACK OBTAINED AT
8 SNow COURSES AND 2 SENSORS ON OR ABOUT FEBRUARY 1 SHow A
BASIN WIDE AVERAGE WATER EQUIVALENT oF 18.5 InNcHES, THIS Is
108 PERCENT ofF THE FEBRUARY 1 AVERAGE AND 7O PERCENT OF THE
ApriL 1 (seasoNAL) AVERAGE., ONE YEAR AGO THE SNOWPACK
CONTAINED 19,14 INCHES oF WATER OR 73 PERCENT OF THE APRIL 1
AVERAGE,

THe OrecoN CooPERATIVE SNow SURVEYS, THROUGH THE U, S,
Sot1L CoNserVATION SERVICE IN PorTLAND, OREGON, REPORTS THAT THE
SNOWPACK WATER EQUIVALENT IN THE UpPErR KLAMATH RiveEr Basin was
108 PERCENT OF NORMAL ON FEBRUARY 1, THIS COMPARES TO 119
PERCENT AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR,

PRECIPITATION = PRECIPITATION IN THIS AREA FOR THE
FOUR MONTHS SINCE OCTOBER 1 AVERAGED 95 PERCENT OF NORMAL,
IT variED FRoM 30,95 INcHES oR 80 PERCENT AT Crescent 1IN To
34,92 I1ncHES or 112 PerRcenT AT CorfFee Creek R, S, Sus-
DRAINAGE VALUES ARE GENERALLY ONE=FOURTH LESS THAN THOSE
EXPERIENCED A YEAR AGO., HOWEVER, THE WETTEST SPOT IN THE
STATE 13 Honeypew 1SW, REPORTING 51,73 INCHES OR 82 PERCENT
OF AVERAGE., [|TS HEAVIEST MONTH SO FAR FOR THE ACCUMULATED
AMOUNT wAS NOVEMBER WITH 39.52 INCHES OR 276 PERCENT.
JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED A SCANT 10 PERCENT OF NORMAL
OVER THE AREA, EXTREMES VARIED FROM 0,01 INCH OR 1 PERCENT
AT Mt, HEBRON TO 2.12 INCHES OR 29 PERCENT AT Bie Bear R, S,
DrRiEST JANUARY OF RECORD WAS ESTABLISHED AT SEVERAL STATIONS:
YREKA WITH 0,16 INCH OR 5 PERCENT; FORT Ross, 0,09 INCH OR
1 PERCENT; CoveLo, O.Ul4 iNcH orR 5 PERCENT (OLD RECORD BEGAN

1881).

RESERVOIR STORAGE = STORAGE ON FEBRUARY 1 IN sSIX
MAJOR NorRTH COASTAL AREA RESERVOIRS WAS ABOUT 2,0 MILLION
ACRE=FEET, WHICH IS 100 PERCENT OF THE AVERAGE STORAGE FOR
THAT DATE AND T4 PERCENT OF cAPACITY. ONE YEAR AGO STORAGE
IN THESE RESERVOIRS WAS REPORTED TO BE 2,2 MILLION ACRE=
FEET, WHICH WAS 113 PERCENT OF FEBRUARY 1 AND ABOUT 79
PERCENT OF CAPACITY,

RunoFF = JANUARY RUNOFF FROM NorTH COASTAL STREAMS
wAs 49Ol THOUSAND ACRE=FEET OR 19 PERCENT OF NORMAL, FOR THE
PERIOD OCTOBER THROUGH JANUARY, THE FOUR=MONTH TOTAL WAS 5,2
MILLION ACRE-FEET WHICH IS 95 PERCENT OF AVERAGE, LAsST
JANUARY'S FLOW WAS 1.6 MILLION ACRE~-FEET AND THE FOUR=MONTH
TOTAL WAS 9,9 MILLION ACRE~-FEET,
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AND CENTRAL COASTAL AREAS

PrecipiTaTIiON = IN THE SAN FrRANCISCO Bay AnD CENTRAL
COASTAL AREAS, PRECIPITATION WAS NORMAL FOR THE RECORD
OcToBER 1 THROUGH JANUARY 31, [T VARIED FROM 113 PERCENT AT
SaN Francisco CiTy wiTH 13.08 INCHES TO 97 PERCENT AT SANTA
MaR1A WITH 6,53 INCHES, ALL SUBDRAINAGE VALUES WERE NEAR
NORMAL AND SLIGHTLY LESS THAN LAST YEAR'S AMOUNT. EARLIER
ACCUMULATION AMOUNTS WERE BOOSTED BY A WET NoveMBeEr, WETTEST
NovEMBER OF RECORD WAS REPORTED AT Mr, Hamirton witH 8,L0
INCHES OR 308 PERCENT, RUNNER-UP WETTEST OF RECORD OCCURRED
AT BOTH SAN FrAncisco CiTy anp Santa CrRuz wiTH 7.45 1NCHES
orR 314 PERCENT AND 11.06 INCHES OR 340 PERCENT, RESPECTIVELY,

Durine JANUARY, PRECIPITATION AVERAGED ONLY 20 PER-
CENT. THE LEAST MONTHLY TOTAL REPORTED WAS 0,10 INcH AT Kina
CiTy (FOURTH DRIEST OF RECORD), OTHER TYPICAL SMALL AMOUNTS
LOGGED IN WERE: LIVERMORE WITH O.40 i1ncH or 14 PERCENT,
Pr1EST VALLEY O.40 INCH OR 10 PERCENT, AND PAso RoBLES 0. 30
INCH OR 10 PERCENT,

ReEservOIR STORAGE - STorAGE oN FEBRUARY 1 IN 17 MAJOR
SAN FRANCIsco BAY AREA RESERVOIRS WAS 416 THOUSAND ACRE-FEET,
WHICH WAS 87 sPERCENT OF AVERAGE STORAGE FOR THIS DATE. ONE
YEAR AGO THESE RESERVOIRS CONTAINED 545 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET.

STORAGE IN S1x MAJOR CENTRAL COASTAL AREA RESERVOIRS
wAs 589 THOUSAND ACRE-FEET ON FEBRUARY 1. THis 1s 8% PeErcENT
OF AVERAGE FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE. LAST YEAR FOR THIS DATE, THESE
RESERVOIRS WERE STORING 792 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET, WHICH wAas 118
PERCENT OF AVERAGE FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE,

RuNOFF =~ JANUARY RUNOFF [N SELECTED SAN FRANCIsco Bay
AREA STREAMS WAS 2,3 THOUSAND ACRE~FEET, WHICH IS 7 PERCENT OF
THE MONTHLY AVERAGE, SeAsoNAL FLow (OCTOBER THROUGH JANUARY)
WAS 15,6 THOUSAND ACRE~FEET OR 31 PERCENT OF NORMAL FOR THE
PERIOD, LAST YEAR'S JANUARY FLOW IN THESE STREAMS WAS 12
THOUSAND ACRE=FEET OR 37 PERCENT OF AVERAGE, THE SEASONAL
FLow (OcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY) LAST YEAR WAS 103 THOUSAND
ACRE -FEET, '

SeLecTED CENTRAL COASTAL AREA STREAMS PRODUCED 8.7
THOUSAND ACRE=FEET OF RUNOFF WHICH WAS 13 PERCENT OF THE
JANUARY AVERAGE. SeAsoNAL FLow (OcTOBER THROUGH JANUARY)
WAS 52,3 THOUSAND ACRE-FEET OR 43 PERCENT OF NORMAL, LaAsT
YEAR THE MONTHLY AND SEASONAL FLOWS WERE 30 AND 167 THOUSAND
ACRE=FEET,

"




CEn ) O 2| e
S (e o :
200 =
150
-
g 7 1983-84
100 S G
PLLE 2 - L9
Tik [ .=
— [ 1984-85
50 B - mmr z
i e et
o o7 JUE RS T Ry
JAN.I FEB | MAR.1 APR.1 MAY |

SNOWPACK -ACCUMULATION
WATER CO!NTENT N PERCENT OF APRIL | AVERAGE

&
s &
& & <
Ng ~
5 S o & S
8 55 & o > &
A 4 S ~ > >
Y & o $ S s
NS 3 & $ < e
RS & Dy ¥ < *

PRECIPITATION
OCTOBER | TO DATE IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE

50

& of
¥ &
& l N
& > o K
RESERVOIR STORAGE

CONTENTS OF MAJOR RESERVOIRS IN PERCENT OF CAPACITY

OCTOBER I TO DATE IN PERCENT OF AVERAGE

FEBRUARY 1, 1985 l

FEBRUARY 1, 1984

LAHONTAN AREA

SNoWPACK = MEASUREMENTS OF THE SNOWPACK OBTAINED AT
l1 SNOw COURSES AND ONE AERIAL MARKER ON OR ABOUT FEBRUARY 1
INDICATE A BASIN WIDE AVERAGE WATER EQUIVALENT OF 13.2 INCHES,
THIs 1S 91 PERCENT OF THE FEBRUARY 1 AVERAGE AND 60 PERCENT OF
THE APrIL 1 (SEASONAL) AVERAGE,

PRECIPITATION = IN THE LAHONTAN AREA, PRECIPITATION
waAs 140 PERCENT OF NORMAL FOR THE FOUR=MONTH PERIOD OCTOBER 1
THROUGH JANUARY 31, THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE LAHONTAN suB=-
DRAI NAGES ARE SLIGHTLY BELOW NORMAL WITH CATCH VALUES ABOUT
ONE~THIRD LESS THAN A YEAR AGO, THE SOUTHERN HALF, INCLUDING
THE DESERT, ARE WELL ABOVE NORMAL, THE FIRST QUARTER WAS
FAIRLY WET. A RECORD HIGH NOVEMBER WAS REPORTED AT LAKE
SABRINA WITH 7.28 INCHES OrR 539 PERCENT OF NORMAL, Biskor,
NEARBY ON THE VALLEY FLOOR, EXPERIENCED ITS SECOND WETTEST
WITH 1.97 INCHES oR 402 PercenT, DEATH VALLEY LOGGED THEIR
WETTEST DECEMBER OF RECORD WITH 1,65 INCHES orR U5 PERCENT.

JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED 25 PERCENT OF NORMAL
IN THE AREA. SOME MEAGER AMOUNTS WERE: TAHOE CiTY 0,35 INCH
orR 6 PErRcENT (RECORD Low), LAKE SaBRINA 0.75 INCH OR 28 PER~-
CENT, AND CoTTonwoob GATES 0.05 INCH OR 4 PERCENT,

RESERVOIR STORAGE - FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE IN EIGHT MAJOR
RESERVOIRS IN THIS AREA WAS 310 THOUSAND ACRE=-FEET OR 115 PER-
CENT OF THE AVERAGE FOR THIS DATE, LAST YEAR THESE RESERVOIRS
WERE STORING 293 THOUSAND ACRE=-FEET, OR 108 PERCENT OF AVERAGE
FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE,

RUNOFF = JANUARY RUNOFF OF SELECTED LAHONTAN AREA
STREAMS TOTALED 62 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET, THIS WAS 111 PERCENT
oF THE JANUARY AVERAGE. FLOW IN THESE STREAMs FRoM OcTOBER
THROUGH JANUARY TOTALED 265 THOUSAND ACRE~FEET OR 150 PERCENT
OF THE PERIOD'S AVERAGE, ONE YEAR AGO THESE STREAMS PRODUCED
112 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET DURING JANUARY AND A SEASONAL=TO=DATE
TOTAL OF 530 THOUSAND ACRE=FEET,
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SOUTH COASTAL AND COLORADO DESERT AREAS

PreciPiTATION = IN THE SouTH COASTAL AREA, PRECIPITATION AVERAGED 115 PERCENT
OF NORMAL OVER THE PERIOD OcTOBER 1 THROUGH JANUARY 31, SEASONAL CATCHES IN ALL SUB=
DRAINAGES WERE SLIGHTLY ABOVE NORMAL, TOTALS VARIED FROM 17,77 INCHES OR 103 PERCENT
AT Mt, WiLsoN To 7.73 INcHES oR 140 PErRcCeNT AT San Dieco. JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED
30 PERCENT OF NORMAL OVER THE AREA., IT VARIED FROM 25 PERCENT AT SaN Dieco wiTH 7.73
INCHES To 1,8l INcHES orR 48 PErRcENT AT SANTA PAuLA, THE HIGHEST JANUARY VALUE IN THE
AREA WAS MEASURED AT CuvyAMACA WITH 2,31 INCHES OR 39 PERCENT,

PreciPiTATION IN THE CoLorADO DESERT AREA WAS 230 PERCENT OF NORMAL FOR THE
PERIOD OCTOBER 1 THROUGH JANUARY 31. EXTREMES VARIED FROM 126 PERCENT AT TWENTYNINE
PaLMs To 323 PERCENT AT BLYTHE, EXCEEDING THEIR NORMAL WATER=YEAR TOTALS WERE: [RON
MoUNTAIN WITH 3,52 INCHES OR 111 PERCENT, BLYTHE wITH M.58 INCHES OR 130 PERCENT DUE
TO RECORD PRECIPITATION IN DECEMBER., AMOUNTS FOrR DEcCEMBER WERE 2,43 InNcHES OR 565
PERCENT AND 3.73 INCHES OR 811 PERCENT, RESPECTIVELY.

JANUARY PRECIPITATION AVERAGED 60 PERCENT OVER THE AREA, AMOUNTS WERE LESS

THAN AN INCH,

RuNoFF = JANUARY RUNOFF IN SELECTED SouTH COASTAL STREAMS WAS 11 THOUSAND
ACRE=FEET WHICH IS 55 PERCENT OF NORMAL, THE OCTOBER THROUGH JANUARY TOTAL WAS 26.5
THOUSAND ACRE=FEET OR 67 PERCENT OF AVERAGE. ONE YEAR AGO THESE STREAMS PRODUCED
12 THOUSAND ACRE-FEET DURING JANUARY AND A SEASONAL=TO=DATE TOTAL OF 54 THOusAND

ACRE=FEET,

MAJOR WATER DISTRIBUTION PROJECTS

STATE WATER PROJECT - BASED ON CURRENT FORECASTS OF WATER SUPPLY, LAke OROVILLE
IS EXPECTED TO FILL TO ABOUT 3,3 MILLION ACRE-FEET BY JUNE 1985, FEBRUARY 1 STORAGE AT
OROVILLE 1S 2,7 MILLION ACRE~FEET. SAN Luis DAM HAS 1,75 MILLION ACRE=FEET OF STORAGE
AS OF THIS DATE AND THE RESERVOIR 1S EXPECTED TO FILL BY THE END OF APRIL,

CeENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT - FEBRUARY 1 RUNOFF FORECASTS INDICATE THAT THE CVP wiLL
HAVE ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLIES, ALL THE DEMANDS BY CVP AGRICULTURAL WATER USERS SERVED BY
SHAsTA, TRINITY AND FoLsoM wiLL BE MET, THE INFLOW FORECAST FOR MILLERTON LAKE iINDICATES

A FuLL CrLAss 1 supPLY.

CoLorADO RiVER = FEBRUARY 1 snowPAck IN THE UppER CoLorADO RiVER BASIN, ACCORDI NG
70 THe U, S. SoiL CONSERVATION SERVICE, IS 104 PERCENT OF NORMAL FOR THE BASIN AND RANGES
FROM A HIGH OF 117 PERCENT OF NORMAL IN GUNNISON BAasiIN oN THE CoLorRADO To A Low oF 90

PERCENT IN THE SouTH PLATTE Basin.

Tue U, S. BureaAu oF RecrLaMATioN anD U, S, NaTionAL WEATHER SERVICE, SALT LakE
CiTy, UTAH, FORECASTS THAT THE CoLORADO INFLOW To LAKE PoweLL, DURING APRiL=JuLY 1985,
WILL BE ABOUT 11.0 MILLION ACRE=FEET OR 145 PErceEnT oF THE U, S. BuREAU oF RecLAMATION'S

LONGTIME AVERAGE,

1k
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! SNOW DEPTH AT DONNER SUMMIT
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INCHES OF PRECIPITATION DURING THE PERIOD FROM OcToBeER 1981 THROUGH SEPTEMBER
1982, THIS PALES WHEN COMPARED WITH THE 1041,78 INCHES WHICH FELL ON

@ WeTTEST SPoT IN CALiForNIA = CaMp Six N DEL NorTE CoUNTY EXPER

CHERRAPUNJI, | INDIA IN A ONE=YEAR PERIOD,

TIMING MEASUREMENTS = SINCE IT ISN'T POSSIBLE TO SAMPLE ALL SNOW COURSES ON

% THE FIRST OF THE MONTH, WE ADJUST THE DATA TO REFLECT THE EFFECTS OF WEATHER
THAT OCCURRED BETWEEN THE SAMPLE DATE AND THE FIRST, THERE IS A LIMIT TO THE

AMOUNT OF TIME WE CAN ADJUST FOR, THEREFORE, WE NEED TO HAVE OUR MEASUREMENTS MADE NO

EARLIER THAN THE 25TH OF THE MONTH,

PHONE NUMBERS

% Snow Surveys OrFrice =~ DUE To A SPACE SHORTAGE IN THE REsources BuiLping, THE

Snow SURVEYS OFFICE WAS MOVED To 921 = 11TH STREET, Room 266,
AND THE MAILING ADDRESS ARE UNCHANGED,

b

SNOW COVERED AREAS (SQ. MI.) - FEBRUARY 1

BASIN 1985 1984
Sacramento 4623 2141
Feather 3100 1873
San Joaquin 1048 963
Kern 1720 859

16

1976

1145
722
300
207




SNOWPACK — Snow data is a major index of spring and summer runoff from Sierra Nevada
watersheds. April 1 data historically reflects the magnitude of the snowpack at or near the
maximum seasonal accumulation. Averages are based on April 1 data for the period 1931-
1975 (45 years).

PRECIPITATION — Averages are based on the period 1931-1975 (45 years).

RUNOFF AND FORECASTS — Runoff data and runoff forecasts are shown as unimpaired
values. Unimpaired runoff represents the natural water production of a river basin,
unaltered by upstream diversions, storage, or by export or import of water to or from other
watersheds. Forecasts of runoff assume median conditions subsequent to the date of
forecast.

Runoff probability ranges are statistically derived from historical data. The 80 percent
probability range is comprised of the 90 percent exceedence level value and the 10 percent
exceedence level value. This means that actual runoff should fall within the stated limits
eight times out of ten.

Runoff averages for most streams are based on the 50 year period 1931-1980 with data
through 1975 being final values. For more details, contact California Cooperative Snow
Surveys, P.O. Box 388, Sacramento, CA 95802, (916) 445-2196.

COVER - Mt. Shasta with its peak obscured by clouds, a frequent phenomenon. (Photo by Ned Peterson)
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