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MONTHLY. BULLETIN OF SNOW SURVEY AND PRECIPITATION DATA

The Division of Water Resources, state Department of Public Works
has prepared a bulletin covering snow survey and precipitation data up to
Tebruary first for this seasol. This bulletin is being sent to irrigation
districts, water companies, public utilities, water users, engineers and many
others, and is available for distribution to any to whom the data are of im-
portance or interest,

The snow surveys have been made pursuant to an act and appropriation
by the last Legislature empowering and directing the Department to do this
work. During the Summer and Fall last year "snow courses" throughout the
Sierra from the Upper Sacramento River basin on the north to Kern River Basin
on the south were established and the necessary preparations made in the way
of stocking shelter cabins with pro¥visions, bedding, and wood, providing equip-
ment for the surveys, and making the arrangements for the men to do the work.
Most of the surveys are made through cooperation with agencies such as the
public utilities, irrigation districts, ete,, which have men located in the
mountains in connection with their regular duties. One hundred and fifty
snow course locations have been made and all of these will be surveycd about
the first of April to furnish the data upon vhich estimates of the April-July
stream flow may be made. In each ma jor stream basin certain "key" courses
have been selected at which snow surveys will be made monthly from January to
Mey. This is done to furnish data for progress reports of snow and precipita-
tion conditions prior to the time of the main survey about April first. The
bulletin now being sent out gives the results of the surveys at the key courses
up to February first and furnishes also the data on seasonal precipitation to
this date at nearly all stations of the U. S. Weather Bureau, State and private
agencies located in the mountainous portions of the stream basins.

Snow and Precipitation Conditions to February First.

As most of the snow courses are nowly established, no comparison
with results of previous years or refercnce to "normals" can be made, In a
few instances, however, the snow surveys have been conducted for many years,
and the comparisons in these cases are given, In Tchoe Basin, courses &t
Tehoe City and Marlette Lake show a water content between 30 and 40 per cent
of the entire scasonal normal (October to May). In the Yuba Basin, courses
at Summit and Lake Fordycc show & water content about 35 per cent of the
entire scasonal normal and in the Mokelumne DBasin a ercst course at Bluec Lakes
shows & water content 45 per ccnt of the cntire scasoncl normal,

The comparison of conditions to February first with normal, using the
data from the precipitation stations shows in general that the precipitation
in the northern stream basins, Upper Sacramento, Pit, MeCloud, Feather and Yuba,
ranges from about 20 per cont obove to about 15 per cent bcolow normals In the
central basins, Americen, Mokelumne, Stanislous, Tuolume, Merced, end lono,
it veries from about normal to as much as 40 per cent below, and in the southern
basins, Uppcr San Joaquin, Kings, Kaweah, @nd Kern, it is practically 50 per
cent below normal,
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