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Looking Back:

WY2008
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Northern California 8-Station Precipitation Index
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Northern California 8-Station Index
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San Joagquin 5-Station Index
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San Joaquin Five Station Index
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e WY2008: e
— 8 Station 15 driest year with ~35 inches
— April 1 Snowpack 100% of Average

— Runoff: 60% of Average
— WSI Sac: Critical SJ: Critical




The Driest Spring on Record!

Northern CA 8-Station Index
March April May Totals

1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 1982 1992 2002

1924 — 3.6 inches 2008 — 3.4 inches




DROUGHT2008 Reservoir Conditions:
- (End of Month Oct. 2008)

E

CURRENT RESERVOIR CONDITIONS

151 Reservoirs Sampled
Capacity of 37.59 MAF
Historic Average: 21.11 MAF
Current Storage: 14.84 MAF

Statewide Average: 70%
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Events of Note

e Drie
Welgials

e Late June Dry onvective Event
~ 8000 strikes in 19 hrs; 1500 fires result
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CPC: Equal Chances
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Current state of ENSO

SST Anomalies

e Last year was a Ba el

H_“v—w—ﬂ—m/"—

moderate La NiNa |
e Neutral conditions
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In the tropics at
present e
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PDO — Pacific Decadal
Oscillation

warm phase cool phase
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Why care about the NAO?




. PDO: Cool Phase S arting?

. NAO: Weakly Positive




What to Watch For

 Breakdown of 4-Corners High

 Warm Anomaly in Northern Pacific SSTs

e Madden Julian Oscillation Events




Current Pacific Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly Map

NOAA/NESDIS S5T Anomaly (degrees C), 11,/3 /2008

—1&0 — 140

= s
o - 2

—160 —140 —120

—540 =45 —40 —25 340 25 —20 —1.5 —1.0 —05 0.00 050 1.00 1.50 2.00 250 500 550 4.00 4.50 5.00




Expectations

* Northern California possible for
average to above average In precipitation

« Decreasing precipitati with
decreasing latituae (drier further south)

 Mountain/Valley precipitation difference
still possible this year (strong last year

« MJO Event can lead to big precip. event
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